Capi Rov Melddingn,
Div.Tro.Unit,
Quettag
' Baluchistan,
India.
31 Qet. 41,

Desrest lloxrther,

Thank you for the telegram which I received
in time for my birthday, and which made that day much brighter.
I «iso received a telegram from Marjoris. It.tm zood o Imow
that you are thindng of me, us I do of yoro I S

' Well, it is now 24 years ags sinece your
second son saw, the phrase has it, although I must sBay
I can't remember] the light of day, and I should thank you,
because they have been @ haphy 24 ?u:- with a very niecas
family, I would not change, not only drew lucky
with my parents, but the said prrents were kind enough to
supply ne with some grand brothers snd sisters. ¥

Does the 24 years seam a long iime te you.
There was a War on then, You and the mothers of your generation
have hed a poor time of it bui you have dome bravely in it all,
Never mind,; we will make it up to you if we can. Twenty-Iour
years. I was thinking about’ tﬁm today, Portsmouth, whers I
was bpulnmdtlippq Juntie Harty lived, That is one h ,
memorye And Jury, Tidworth, Todmordems and Yewburr. Dirthdsys
in so many places, Childhood years in the Army - Tidworth,
where liarjorie slepi under herses and Frank sang Felix,
Bury, where Harry pmshed me off the pyramids te bouncs on
my nut, and where we trotted to 5t, Stephiens to school,
Todmorden, where we wore out jerseys at Roomfield and kicked
boods off our feet at the Secondary Schbol -~ growing large
every year. Tlose were the years when we were all together -
& harassing timg for you (do you remember how we were all
washed and put %o bed in turm at the Drill Jall - I used to
hate having my inees washed, I remember.) Then when we bigen
to be grown up dnd to lears home - Narry to the Alr Forcs,
Kyrtle to Manchesier, Frank te the Air Force. They were good
days and ‘they make good memories, and I am grateful to You
{:; them, It sad that thers mmst De ppinens as Well
Hapbiness,

1 you have had your Zull of that, too,
But love cam strengthen one in sad times, and you and Dad
have thg love of those of us who are left to yom., And it ecamnot

be changed, 2irth and Déath, lmghter and tears, play ‘and
hard works go on through the yesrs, And I would have You

&8 you are, happy in the good days, and brave on the baid,
Because that is the way %o live.



— - : —

I spent th bhirthday quietly. Them I go'. to my office
I found that.my lecture blackboard had bern made into
2 large birtlgay cafd, I had my photograph taken against
it and slso Yith my #0 fur only truck, which I am usually
iriving (to ‘a2e¢ 8anger). I went to the pictures in the
evening.to stz George Tormby in "Spare a Copper” which &
soode

Another anuiversary coming off vey soon is my second
year in the Army, Can you remember my setting off from
Spring Bank t» go to Leeds. Seems a long time ngo, i'falth,

I am very busy just now , including leariing to speak
Urdu, or Hind stani; Tell Dad that I can now say Idhar o
%t.zldi. and th¢ others of his favourite exn-ersions, In o -
18 and I oan -old gonverss in ths langwage i ruiT ‘Come Ao
~~ I have hac mo letters for a'very 1l Yime now, Still,
no-one elee semas Lo have had sny mo’it is probably defective
postal service or sunkXem letiers or -omothlng. In the last
batch I had was one from the T,C, and one {rom Mr, Chorlton.
Apparently Rayisend Horsfall is mow in the R AT, Apart
from that thers does not appear to be mmch news from’ the old
places; except that everyone is dusy or In the process of
being called w.'
: My dog get dimtemper very badly and I had to have
him dentroyed. ‘ ,

I have written to Marjorié thanking ler for her telegram,
and welcoming har into the Angi '
I exclose 3 few snaps I have taken h‘;ro., I took one

of Jerry - anl gemt it to bim, I &t a Udltar habk in whish
g‘;;"ﬂ 0 be rememgersd td Dad yo - lrs, Xay
80, . :
* There is not a great deal to do here. Apart from work,
I and my neighbours spend most evenings sitting in with
the wireless and rather lazily doing work from our respeotive
Units or Companies, The weather is guite cold now, especialy
in the early mornings and evenings, so that we can have a fire.
On looking bacdk at my psst letters I seenr 5 have
been complaining of some injury or other every week, so I
hasten to Bay that my aye has healed up, my hand is now
completely healed from the scar, and my cold is better,
- I have some very good people in my Unit - ther are
8ll Southermers, which is a change from the Lancs. Ve get
along alright together,
Well, supper is oalling, and I mmuS push off. PXouss
" glve my regards to all thé folks I know in Newbury, including
Y¥rs., Preston, Jackie, etcs All my love to Dad, Gran, EKanthleen
Hary, the ‘Aunts, Uncles, and Cousins, And all my love to you

from your loving son,
77 0
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